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*8. Sanhedrin Ranch Restoration 13 
Mendocino County 
$180,000 

To consider the allocation for a grant to the Trust for Public Land to restore failing stream 
crossings, remove culverts, and prevent sedimentation to aquatic habitat from 
decommissioned forest logging road improvements, located within TPLôs privately owned 
Sanhedrin Ranch property approximately 20 miles northeast of Willits in Mendocino County. 
The purposes of this project are consistent with the authorized uses of the proposed funding 
source, which allows for the development, rehabilitation, restoration, acquisition and protection 
of habitat that accomplishes one or more of the following objectives: promotes recovery of 
threatened and endangered species, protects habitat corridors, protects significant natural 
landscapes and ecosystems such as old growth redwoods, mixed conifer forests and oak 
woodlands, riparian and wetland areas), or implements the recommendations of the California 
Comprehensive Wildlife Strategy. [Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, Flood 
Control, River and Coastal Protection Fund of 2006 (Proposition 84), Public Resources Code 
Section 75055(b)] 
 

*9. Sinnott Parcel - OSPR Oil Mitigation Fund Project 17 
San Mateo 
$75,000 

This item has been withdrawn from consideration at this time.  

 

*10. Allensworth Ecological Reserve, Expansion 58-68 18 
Tulare and Kern Counties 
$60,964 

To consider the acquisition in fee of 10 separate ownerships of land totaling 36± acres by the 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) for a cooperative project with the California 
Department of Corrections Statewide Electric Fence Project mitigation fund, which has been 
assigned to CDFW, for the protection of habitat supporting the San Joaquin kit fox and other 
rare species found within the Allensworth Ecological Reserve and to enhance habitat linkages 
and connectivity, located near the community of Allensworth in Kern and Tulare Counties. The 
purposes of this project are consistent with the proposed funding source that allows for the 
acquisition of habitat to protect rare, endangered, threatened or fully protected species. 
[Habitat Conservation Fund (Proposition 117), Fish and Game Code Section 2786(b/c)] 

 

*11. Morongo Basin and Expansion 1 22 
San Bernardino County 
$186,250 

To consider the allocation for two grants to the Mojave Desert Land Trust to acquire 367± 
acres of land from two separate owners for the protection of desert habitat corridors in the 
Morongo Basin, located near the community of Joshua Tree, in San Bernardino County. The 
purposes of this project are consistent with the proposed funding source that allows for the 
acquisition of habitat to protect rare, endangered, threatened or fully protected species. 
[Habitat Conservation Fund (Proposition 117), Fish and Game Code Section 2786(b/c)] 
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*12. Water for Wildlife in Inland Deserts 26 
Riverside County 
$190,000 

To consider the allocation for a grant to the California Department of Fish and Wildlife for a 
cooperative project with the Bureau of Land Management to install and enhance approximately 
18 water features to improve and support habitat for bighorn sheep, deer, bobcats, rabbits, 
bats, and upland game bird species, located at various sites in eastern Riverside County.  The 
purposes of this project are consistent with the authorized uses of the proposed funding 
source, which allows for the acquisition, development, rehabilitation, restoration and protection 
of habitat to promote the recovery of threatened and endangered species, to provide corridors 
linking separate habitat areas to prevent habitat fragmentation, and to protect significant 
natural landscapes and ecosystems and other significant habitat areas. [California Clean 
Water, Clean Air, Safe Neighborhood Parks and Coastal Protection Fund (Proposition 40), 
Public Resources Code Section 5096.650(a)] 

 

13. Central Valley Nutria Eradication 30 
Various Counties 
$600,000 

This proposal is to consider the allocation for a grant to the California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife for a cooperative project with the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Conservancy, the 
United States Fish and Wildlife Service and the California Department of Food and Agriculture 
to implement a large scale nutria eradication project in riparian corridors and associated 
wetland habitats of the San Joaquin Valley and the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta, located in 
various Central Valley counties. The purposes of this project are consistent with the authorized 
uses of the proposed funding source, which allows for the acquisition, development, 
rehabilitation, restoration and protection of habitat to promote the recovery of threatened and 
endangered species, to provide corridors linking separate habitat areas to prevent habitat 
fragmentation, and to protect significant natural landscapes and ecosystems and other 
significant habitat areas. [California Clean Water, Clean Air, Safe Neighborhood Parks and 
Coastal Protection Fund (Proposition 40), Public Resources Code Section 5096.650(a)] 

 

14. McCloud Soda Springs Working Forest 35 
Siskiyou County 
$610,000  

To consider the allocation for a grant to the Pacific Forest Trust for a cooperative project with 
the California Department of Transportation and the California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
to acquire a forest conservation easement over 1,346± acres of land for protection of working  
forestlands, forest reserve areas, watersheds, fisheries and habitat linkages, located near the 
town of McCloud in Siskiyou County. The purposes of this project are consistent with the 
authorized uses of the proposed funding source, which allows for the acquisition to provide 
corridors linking separate habitat areas to prevent habitat fragmentation, and to protect 
significant natural landscapes and ecosystems and other significant habitat areas. [California 
Clean Water, Clean Air, Safe Neighborhood Parks and Coastal Protection Fund (Proposition 
40), Public Resources Code Section 5096.650(a)(3)] 
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15. Shasta Big Springs Fee Acquisition 40 
Siskiyou County 
$2,440,000 

To consider the acquisition in fee of 5,849± acres of land by the California Department of Fish 
and Wildlife for the protection of critical cold water aquatic habitat for a variety of anadromous 
fish species, including the state and federally listed coho salmon, the protection of migration 
corridors vital to many plant, bird, and mammal species, and to provide future wildlife oriented 
public use opportunities, located near Montague in Siskiyou County. The purposes of this 
project are consistent with the authorized uses of the proposed funding source, which allows 
for the development, rehabilitation, restoration, acquisition, and protection of habitat that 
accomplishes one or more of the following objectives: promotes recovery of threatened and 
endangered species, protects habitat corridors, protects significant natural landscapes and 
ecosystems, or implements the recommendations of the California Comprehensive Wildlife 
Strategy. [Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, Flood Control, River and Coastal 
Protection Fund of 2006 (Proposition 84), Public Resources Code Section 75055(b)] 

 

16. Reef to Ridge Coastal Forest Protection Project 44 
Mendocino County 
$4,480,000 

To consider the allocation for a grant to The Nature Conservancy for a cooperative project with 
CalFire, The State Coastal Conservancy, and the California Natural Resources Agency to 
acquire a conservation easement on 23,681± acres of native forest habitats, including redwood, 
Douglas fir and Grand fir in the upland zones, and mature red alder forests within the riparian 
zone along the Ten Mile River to preserve wildlife area linkages, provide habitat to numerous 
wildlife species and reduce soil erosion and sustain water quality, located near Fort Bragg in 
Mendocino County. The purposes of this project are consistent with the authorized uses of the 
proposed funding source, which allows for forest conservation and protection projects in order to 
promote the ecological integrity and economic stability of Californiaôs diverse native forests 
through forest conservation, preservation and restoration of productive managed  forestlands, 
forest reserve areas, redwood forests and other forest types, including the conservation of water 
resources and natural habitats for native fish, wildlife and plants found on these lands. [Safe 
Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, Flood Control, River and Coastal Protection Fund of 
2006 (Proposition 84), Public Resources Code Section 75055(a)] 

 

 

17. West Shore Wildland Urban Interface Forest Restoration 49 
Placer County 
$950,000 

To consider the allocation for a grant to the National Forest Foundation for a cooperative 
project with United States Department of Agriculture Forest Service and the Bureau of Land 
Management to thin 230± acres of forest, located five miles southwest of Tahoe City in Placer 
County. The purposes of this project are consistent with the authorized uses of the proposed 
funding source, which allows for forest conservation and protection projects in order to promote 
the ecological integrity and economic stability of Californiaôs diverse native forests through 
forest conservation, preservation and restoration of productive managed  forestlands, forest 
reserve areas, redwood forests and other forest types, including the conservation of water 
resources and natural habitats for native fish, wildlife and plants found on these lands. [Safe 
Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, Flood Control, River and Coastal Protection Fund of 
2006 (Proposition 84), Public Resources Code Section 75055(a)] 
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18. Woodland Regional Park Habitat Enhancement 53 
Yolo County 
$511,000 

To consider the allocation of a grant to the California Waterfowl Association for a cooperative 
project with the City of Woodland and Explorit to enhance and restore approximately 20 acres 
of wetlands at the Woodland Regional Park, approximately five miles southeast of the City of 
Woodland. The purposes of this project are consistent with the authorized uses of the 
proposed funding source, which allows for the acquisition, enhancement or restoration of 
wetlands in the Central Valley. [Habitat Conservation Fund (Proposition 117), Fish and Game 
Code Section 2786(d), Inland Wetlands Conservation Program] 

 

19. Fay Canyon Wildlife Area Expansion 1 - Jobs Peak Ranch/Barber Creek 57 
Alpine County 
$1,430,000 

To consider the acquisition in fee of 359± acres of land by the California Department of Fish 
and Wildlife for the protection of deer and mountain lion habitat, and to maintain a migration 
corridor for the Carson River mule deer herd, located near South Lake Tahoe in Alpine County. 
The purposes of this project are consistent with the authorized uses of the proposed funding 
source, which allows for the acquisition of habitat to protect deer and mountain lions. [Habitat 
Conservation Fund (Proposition 117), Fish and Game Code Section 2786(a)]  

 

20. Robin's Nest 61 
Los Angeles 
$1,610,000 

To consider the allocation for a grant to the Trust for Public Land for a cooperative project with 
the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy to acquire 51± acres of land for the protection of 
threatened and endangered species, riparian and floodplain habitat along the Santa Clara 
River and to provide the potential for wildlife oriented public use opportunities, located near 
Acton in Los Angeles County. The purposes of this funding are consistent with the proposed 
funding source, which allows for the acquisition and protection of habitats that are critical to the 
sustainability of threatened and endangered species and to protect or enhance a flood 
protection corridor or bypass. [Habitat Conservation Fund (Proposition 117), Fish and Game 
Code Section 2786(b/c) (Proposition 1E)] 

 

 

21. Public Access Program 66 
Informational/Action 

The 2018/19 final Proposal Solicitation Notice for the Public Access Program will be presented 
to the Board for discussion and approval. 

 

22. Wildlife Conservation Board Strategic Plan 67 
Informational/Action 

Staff will present a draft of the Wildlife Conservation Board (WCB) monitoring plan, and actions 
taken to date in evaluating the effectiveness of the WCBôs programs. 

 

23. Lower American River Program Update 68 
Informational 
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An update on the activities of the Lower American River Conservancy Program Advisory 
Committee will be provided to the Board.  

 

24. Discuss and Act on Board Administrative Items 

-New Business 

-Next Meeting- August 30, 2018 

 

 

Adjourn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PERSONS WITH DISABILITES 

Persons with disabilities needing reasonable accommodation to participate in public meetings or other 
CDFW activities are invited to contact the Departmentôs EEO Officer at  

(916) 653-9089 or EEO@wildlife.ca.gov. Accommodation requests for facility and/or meeting 
accessibility should be received by May 3, 2018. Requests for American Sign Language Interpreters 
should be submitted at least two weeks prior to the event, and requests for Real-Time Captioners at 

least four weeks prior to the event. These timeframes are to help ensure that the requested 
accommodation is met. If a request for an accommodation has been submitted but is no longer 

needed, please contact the EEO Officer immediately. 
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WILDLIFE CONSERVATION BOARD 

May 24, 2018 
10:00 a.m. 

Natural Resources Building 
First Floor Auditorium 

1416 9th Street 
Sacramento, California 95814 

 

  
1. Roll Call 

Wildlife Conservation Board Members 

Charlton H. Bonham, Chair 
Director, Department of Fish and Wildlife 

Alina Bokde, Public Member 

Michael Cohen, Member 
Director, Department of Finance 

Diane Colburn, Public Member 

Mary Creasman, Public Member 

Fran Pavley, Public Member 

Eric Sklar, Member 
President Fish and Game Commission 

 

Joint Legislative Advisory Committee 

Senator Jean Fuller 

Senator Nancy Skinner 

Senator (vacant) 

Assemblymember Laura Friedman 
Assemblymember Al Muratsuchi -Alternate 

Assemblymember Eduardo Garcia 
Assemblymember Miguel Santiago -Alternate 

Assemblymember Monique Limon 
Assemblymember Marc Levine -Alternate 

 
 

Executive Director 

John P. Donnelly 
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2. Public Forum for Items not on this Agenda 

An opportunity for the general public to share comments or concerns on topics that are not 
included in this agenda. The Board may not discuss or take action on any matter raised during 
this item, except to decide whether to place the matter on the agenda of a future meeting. 
(Sections 11125, 11125.7(a), Government Code) 

 

3. Funding Status 
Informational 

The following funding status depicts Capital Outlay and Local Assistance appropriations by 
year of appropriation and by fund source and fund number. 

 
(a) 2017-18 WILDLIFE RESTORATION FUND, (0447) 

Budget Act $1,000,000.00 
     Previous Board Allocations -972,000.00 

 Unallocated Balance                                                                                         $28,000.00 
                May 2018 Board Meeting Allocation                    0.00 

    Total Project Development 0.00 
Projected Unallocated Balance $28,000.00 
 

(b) 2017-18 HABITAT CONSERVATION FUND, (0262) 
Non-budget Act $20,663,000.00 
    Previous Board Allocations -50,000.00 

           Unallocated Balance $20,613,000.00 
                May 2018 Board Meeting Allocation                    -1,941,000.00 

    Total Project Development -4,955,000.00 
Projected Unallocated Balance $13,717,000.00 

 

(c) 2016-17 HABITAT CONSERVATION FUND, (0262) 
Non-budget Act $20,663,000.00 
    Previous Board Allocations -1,689,328.00 

 Unallocated Balance $18,973,672.00 
                May 2018 Board Meeting Allocation                    -90,000.00 

    Total Project Development -13,898,250.00 
Projected Unallocated Balance $4,985,422.00 

 

(d) 2015-16 HABITAT CONSERVATION FUND, (0262) 
            Non-budget Act $20,663,000.00 

    Previous Board Allocations -12,592,826.00 
 Unallocated Balance $8,070,174.00 
                May 2018 Board Meeting Allocation                    -224,214.00 

    Total Project Development -6,146,890.00 
Projected Unallocated Balance $1,699,070.00 
 

(e) 2014-15 HABITAT CONSERVATION FUND, (0262) 
            Non-budget Act $20,663,000.00 

    Previous Board Allocations -18,611,303.00 
 Unallocated Balance $2,051,697.00 
                May 2018 Board Meeting Allocation                    0.00 

    Total Project Development -2,030,000.00 
Projected Unallocated Balance $21,697.00 
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(f) 2013-14 HABITAT CONSERVATION FUND, (0262) 
Non-budget Act $20,663,000.00 
    Previous Board Allocations -20,401,962.00 

 Unallocated Balance $261,038.00 
    May 2018 Board Meeting Allocation                    -303.00 
    Total Project Development 0.00 
Projected Unallocated Balance $260,735.00 

 

(g) 2012-13 HABITAT CONSERVATION FUND, (0262) 
            Budget Act $20,663,000.00 
     Previous Board Allocations -7,167,463.00 
 Unallocated Balance $13,495,537.00 
                May 2018 Board Meeting Allocation                    0.00 

    Total Project Development 0.00 
Projected Unallocated Balance $13,495,537.00 

 

(h)  2011-12 HABITAT CONSERVATION FUND, (0262) 
            Budget Act $20,663,000.00 

    Previous Board Allocations -16,133,643.00 
 Unallocated Balance $4,529,357.00 
                May 2018 Board Meeting Allocation                    -1,610,000.00 

    Total Project Development 0.00 
Projected Unallocated Balance $2,919,357.00 

 

(i) 2010-11 HABITAT CONSERVATION FUND, (0262) 
            Budget Act $20,668,000.00 

    Previous Board Allocations -20,439,772.00 
 Unallocated Balance $228,228.00 

    May 2018 Board Meeting Allocation                    0.00 
    Total Project Development 0.00 
Projected Unallocated Balance $228,228.00 
 

(j) 2009-10 HABITAT CONSERVATION FUND, (0262) 
 (2013-14 Reappropriation) 

Budget Act $20,668,000.00 
    Previous Board Allocations -20,537,753.00 
Unallocated Balance $130,247.00 
    May 2018 Board Meeting Allocation                    0.00 
    Total Project Development 0.00 
Projected Unallocated Balance $130,247.00 
 

(k) 2008-09 HABITAT CONSERVATION FUND, (0262) 
(2012-13 Reappropriation) 
Budget Act $20,668,000.00 
    Previous Board Allocations -20,638,546.00 
Unallocated Balance $29,454.00 
    May 2018 Board Meeting Allocation                    0.00 
    Total Project Development 0.00 
Projected Unallocated Balance $29,454.00 
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(l) 2007-08 HABITAT CONSERVATION FUND, (0262) 
 (2011-12 Reappropriation) 

Budget Act $20,674,000.00 
    Previous Board Allocations -20,299,046.00 
Unallocated Balance $374,954.00 
    May 2018 Board Meeting Allocation                    -7,697.00 
    Total Project Development 0.00 
Projected Unallocated Balance $367,257.00 
 

(m) 2006-07 HABITAT CONSERVATION FUND, (0262) 
 (2013-14 Reappropriation) 

Budget Act $20,699,000.00 
    Previous Board Allocations -19,839,667.00 
Unallocated Balance $859,333.00 
    May 2018 Board Meeting Allocation                    0.00 
    Total Project Development -859,333.00 
Projected Unallocated Balance $0.00 
 

(n)      2017-18 SAFE NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS, CLEAN WATER, CLEAN AIR, AND 
COASTAL PROTECTION BOND FUND, (0005) 

           Budget Act 2017-18 [Sec. 5096.350 (a)(3), (5), & (6)] $3,690,000.00 
    Previous Board Allocations -25,000.00 
Unallocated Balance $3,665,000.00 
    May 2018 Board Meeting Allocation                    0.00 
    Total Project Development -110,000.00 
Projected Unallocated Balance $3,555,000.00 
 

(o)      2017-18 SAFE NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS, CLEAN WATER, CLEAN AIR, AND 
COASTAL PROTECTION BOND FUND, (0005) 

            Budget Act 2017-18 (SJRC Projects, 5096.355) $141,000.00 
    Previous Board Allocations 0.00 
Unallocated Balance $141,000.00 
    May 2018 Board Meeting Allocation                    0.00 
    Total Project Development 0.00 
Projected Unallocated Balance $141,000.00 

 
(p) 2006-07 SAFE NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS, CLEAN WATER, CLEAN AIR, AND 

COASTAL PROTECTION BOND FUND, (0005) 
(2015-16 Reappropriation) 
Capital Outlay Budget [Sec. 5096.350 (a)(3), (5), & (6)] $15,224,000.00 
    Previous Board Allocations -15,170,125.00 
Unallocated Balance $53,875.00 

                May 2018 Board Meeting Allocation                    0.00 
    Total Project Development 0.00 
Projected Unallocated Balance $53,875.00 
 

(q) 1999-00 SAFE NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS, CLEAN WATER, CLEAN AIR, AND 
COASTAL PROTECTION BOND FUND, (0005) 
Continuously Appropriated [Sec. 5096.350 (a)(1), (2), (4) & (7)] $36,100,000.00 
    Previous Board Allocations -36,012,120.00 
Unallocated Balance $87,880.00 
    May 2018 Board Meeting Allocation                    0.00 
    Total Project Development -87,880.00 
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Projected Unallocated Balance $0.00 
 

(r) 2003-04 CALIFORNIA CLEAN WATER, CLEAN AIR, SAFE NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS 
AND COASTAL PROTECTION FUND, (6029) 
Budget Act 2016 (New Appropriation of Reverted Fund EY 2006) 
(SJRC Projects Sec. 5096.650b5) $1,500,000.00 
    Previous Board Allocations -218,155.00 
Unallocated Balance $1,281,845.00 
    May 2018 Board Meeting Allocation                    0.00 
    Total Project Development    0.00 
Projected Unallocated Balance $1,281,845.00 

 
(s) 2001-02 CALIFORNIA CLEAN WATER, CLEAN AIR, SAFE NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS 

AND COASTAL PROTECTION FUND, (6029) 
Continuously Appropriated (Section 5096.650) $273,000,000.00  
    Previous Board Allocations -260,191,997.00 
Unallocated Balance $12,808,003.00 

                May 2018 Board Meeting Allocation                    -1,400,000.00 
    Total Project Development -7,785,000.00 
Projected Unallocated Balance $3,623,003.00 

 
(t) 2002-03 WATER SECURITY, CLEAN DRINKING WATER, COASTAL AND 
           BEACH PROTECTION FUND OF 2002, (6031) 

Continuously Appropriated (Sections 79565 and 79572), 
including Chapter 81, Statutes of 2005 $814,350,000.00 
2003-04 Budget Act Transfer to HCF from Section 79565 -21,000,000.00 
2004-05 Budget Act Transfer to HCF from Section 79565 -21,000,000.00 
2005-06 Budget Act Transfer to HCF from Section 79565 -4,000,000.00 
2005-06 Budget Act Transfer to HCF from Section 79572 -3,100,000.00 
2006-07 Budget Act Transfer to HCF from Section 79572 -17,688,000.00 
2007-08 Budget Act Transfer to HCF from Section 79572 -5,150,000.00 
2008-09 Budget Act Transfer to HCF from Section 79572 -1,000,000.00 
    Previous Board Allocations -714,539,279.00 
Unallocated Balance $26,872,721.00 
    May 2018 Board Meeting Allocation                    0.00 
    Total Project Development -18,103,188.00 
Projected Unallocated Balance $8,769,533.00 

 
(u) 2009-10 SAFE DRINKING WATER, WATER QUALITY AND SUPPLY, 

FLOOD CONTROL, RIVER AND COASTAL PROTECTION FUND OF 
2006, (6051) 
(2013-14 Partial Reappropriation)  
Budget Act (SJRC Projects) $4,800,000.00 
    Previous Board Allocations -3,639,660.00 
Unallocated Balance $1,160,340.00 
    May 2018 Board Meeting Allocation                    0.00 
    Total Project Development -1,160,340.00 
Projected Unallocated Balance $0.00 
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 (v) 2015-16 SAFE DRINKING WATER, WATER QUALITY AND SUPPLY, 

FLOOD CONTROL, RIVER AND COASTAL PROTECTION FUND OF 
2006, (6051), 
(New Appn in 15/16 of reverted funds; 2008-09 natural reversion) 
Budget Act (SJRC Projects) $10,000,000.00 
    Previous Board Allocations -858,660.00 
Unallocated Balance $9,141,340.00 
    May 2018 Board Meeting Allocation                    0.00 
    Total Project Development -9,141,340.00 
Projected Unallocated Balance $0.00 
 

 (w) 2017-18 SAFE DRINKING WATER, WATER QUALITY AND SUPPLY, 
FLOOD CONTROL, RIVER AND COASTAL PROTECTION FUND OF 
2006, (6051) 
Chapter 14, Statutes of 2017 (NCCP) $11,000,000.00 
    Previous Board Allocations -133,850.00 
Unallocated Balance $10,866,150.00 
    May 2018 Board Meeting Allocation                    0.00 
    Total Project Development -8,914,000.00 
Projected Unallocated Balance $1,952,150.00 
 

(x)      2017-18 SAFE DRINKING WATER, WATER QUALITY AND SUPPLY, 
FLOOD CONTROL, RIVER AND COASTAL PROTECTION FUND OF 
2006, (6051) 
Chapter 14, Statutes of 2017 (SB 8 SSJD-NCCP) $5,700,000.00 
    Previous Board Allocations -2,456,750.00 
Unallocated Balance $3,243,250.00 
    May 2018 Board Meeting Allocation                    0.00 
    Total Project Development 0.00 
Projected Unallocated Balance $3,243,250.00 
 

(y)      2006-07 SAFE DRINKING WATER, WATER QUALITY AND SUPPLY, 
FLOOD CONTROL, RIVER AND COASTAL PROTECTION FUND OF 
2006 CO Budget (6051) 

 Continuously Appropriated (Section 75055a)  
 Forest Conservation $164,700,000.00 

    Previous Board Allocations -151,572,693.00 
Unallocated Balance $13,127,307.00 
    May 2018 Board Meeting Allocation                    -5,430,000.00 
    Total Project Development -7,647,306.00 
Projected Unallocated Balance $50,001.00 
 

(z)      2006-07 SAFE DRINKING WATER, WATER QUALITY AND SUPPLY, 
FLOOD CONTROL, RIVER AND COASTAL PROTECTION FUND OF 
2006 CO Budget (6051) Continuously Appropriated (Section 
75055b) &75055b3 

 UC Natural Reserve & 75055b LA Rivers $123,525,000.00 
    Previous Board Allocations -116,186,802.00 
Unallocated Balance $7,338,198.00 
    May 2018 Board Meeting Allocation                    -2,620,000.00 
    Total Project Development -4,150,000.00 
Projected Unallocated Balance $568,198.00 
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(aa)     2017-18 WATER QUALITY, SUPPLY, AND INFRASTRUCTURE 
           IMPROVEMENT FUND OF 2014, (6083)     

Budget Act (Section 79735(b)(2))- WCB Only $38,400,000.00 
    Previous Board Allocations -30,226,438.00 
Unallocated Balance $8,173,562.00 
    May 2018 Board Meeting Allocation                    0.00 
    Total Project Development 0.00 
Projected Unallocated Balance $8,173,562.00 

 
(ab) 2016-17 WATER QUALITY, SUPPLY, AND INFRASTRUCTURE 

IMPROVEMENT FUND OF 2014, (6083) 
Budget Act (Section 79735(b)(2))- WCB Only $38,400,000.00 
    Previous Board Allocations -20,165,924.00 
Unallocated Balance $18,234,076.00 
    May 2018 Board Meeting Allocation                    0.00 
    Total Project Development 0.00 
Projected Unallocated Balance $18,234,076.00 
 

(ac) 2015-16 WATER QUALITY, SUPPLY, AND INFRASTRUCTURE 
IMPROVEMENT FUND OF 2014, (6083) 
Budget Act (Section 79735(b)(2))- WCB Only $38,400,000.00 
    Previous Board Allocations -18,122,078.00 
Unallocated Balance $20,277,922.00 
    May 2018 Board Meeting Allocation                    0.00 
    Total Project Development 0.00 
Projected Unallocated Balance $20,277,922.00 
 

(ad) 2017-18 WATER QUALITY, SUPPLY, AND INFRASTRUCTURE 
IMPROVEMENT FUND OF 2014, (6083) 
Budget Act 2017 (Section 79731(g))- SJRC only $3,000,000.00 
    Previous Board Allocations -10,000.00 
Unallocated Balance $2,990,000.00 
    May 2018 Board Meeting Allocation                    0.00 
    Total Project Development 0.00 
Projected Unallocated Balance $2,990,000.00 

 
(ae) 2016-17 WATER QUALITY, SUPPLY, AND INFRASTRUCTURE 

IMPROVEMENT FUND OF 2014, (6083) 
Budget Act 2016 (Section 79731(g))- SJRC only $3,500,000.00 
    Previous Board Allocations -1,888,427.00 
Unallocated Balance $1,611,573.00 
    May 2018 Board Meeting Allocation                    0.00 
    Total Project Development 0.00 
Projected Unallocated Balance $1,611,573.00 

 
(af) 2015-16 WATER QUALITY, SUPPLY, AND INFRASTRUCTURE 

IMPROVEMENT FUND OF 2014, (6083) 
Budget Act 2015 (Section 79731(g)) ï SJRC Only $2,800,000.00 
    Previous Board Allocations -1,433,207.00 
Unallocated Balance $1,366,793.00 
    May 2018 Board Meeting Allocation                    0.00 
    Total Project Development 0.00 
Projected Unallocated Balance $1,366,793.00 
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(ag)    GENERAL FUND (0001) 
Budget Act 2017 (Lower American River)  $1,000,000.00 
    Previous Board Allocations -25,000.00 
Unallocated Balance $975,000.00 
    May 2018 Board Meeting Allocation                    0.00 
    Total Project Development 0.00 
Projected Unallocated Balance                                                                       $975,000.00 
 

(ah)    GREENHOUSE GAS REDUCTION FUND (3228) 
Budget Act 2017 (Chapter 249, Statutes 2017)  $20,000,000.00 
    Previous Board Allocations 0.00 
Unallocated Balance $20,000,000.00 
    May 2018 Board Meeting Allocation                    0.00 
    Total Project Development 0.00 
Projected Unallocated Balance                                                                  $20,000,000.00 

 
RECAP OF FUND BALANCES 
 

WILDLIFE RESTORATION FUND (0447) $28,000.00 
    May 2018 Board Meeting Allocation                    0.00 
    Total Project Development 0.00 
 Projected Unallocated Balance $28,000.00 
 
HABITAT CONSERVATION FUND (0262)                                                $69,616,691.00 
    May 2018 Board Meeting Allocation                    -3,873,214.00 
    Total Project Development -27,889,473.00 
Projected Unallocated Balance                                                   $37,854,004.00 
 
SAFE NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS, CLEAN WATER, CLEAN AIR, 
AND COASTAL PROTECTION BOND FUND (Proposition 12) (0005) $3,947,755.00 
    May 2018 Board Meeting Allocation                    0.00 
    Total Project Development -197,880.00 
Projected Unallocated Balance $3,749,875.00 
 
CALIFORNIA CLEAN WATER, CLEAN AIR, SAFE NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS 
AND COASTAL PROTECTION BOND FUND (Proposition 40) (6029) $14,089,848.00 
    May 2018 Board Meeting Allocation                    -1,400,000.00 
    Total Project Development -7,785,000.00 
Projected Unallocated Balance $4,904,848.00 
 
WATER SECURITY, CLEAN DRINKING WATER, COASTAL 
AND BEACH PROTECTION FUND OF 2002 (Proposition 50) (6031) $26,872,721.00 
    May 2018 Board Meeting Allocation                    0.00 
    Total Project Development     -18,103,188.00     
Projected Unallocated Balance $8,769,533.00 
 
SAFE DRINKING WATER, WATER QUALITY AND SUPPLY,  
FLOOD CONTROL, RIVER AND COASTAL PROTECTION  
FUND OF 2006 (Proposition 84) (6051) $44,876,585.00 
    May 2018 Board Meeting Allocation                    -8,050,000.00 
    Total Project Development -31,012,986.00 
 Projected Unallocated Balance $5,813,599.00 
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WATER QUALITY, SUPPLY, AND INFRASTRUCTURE  
IMPROVEMENT FUND (Proposition 1-6083) $52,653,926.00 
    May 2018 Board Meeting Allocation                    0.00 
    Total Project Development 0.00 
Projected Unallocated Balance $52,653,926.00 
 
GENERAL FUND (0001) $975,000.00 
    May 2018 Board Meeting Allocation                                                                         0.00            
    Total Project Development 0.00 
Projected Unallocated Balance                                                                       $975,000.00 

 
GREENHOUSE GAS REDUCTION FUND (3228) $20,000,000.00 
    May 2018 Board Meeting Allocation                    0.00 
    Total Project Development 0.00 
Projected Unallocated Balance                                                                  $20,000,000.00 

     
TOTAL ï ALL FUNDS $233,060,526.00 
    May 2018 Board Meeting Allocation                    -13,323,214.00 
    Total Project Development -84,988,527.00 
Projected Unallocated Balance $134,748,785.00 
 

           RECAP OF NATURAL HERITAGE PRESERVATION TAX CREDIT ACT OF 2000 
 
Chapter 113, Statutes of 2000 and Chapter 715, Statutes of 2004 
Tax credits awarded through June 30, 2008 $48,598,734.00 
 
Chapter 220, Statutes of 2009 (effective January 1, 2010)  
Tax credits awarded $8,662,500.00 
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Wildlife Conservation Board Meeting, May 24, 2018 
 

10 

 

4. Delegation of Authority 

At the February 24, 2016, Wildlife Conservation Board (Board) meeting, the Board 
delegated authority to the Executive Director to execute non-controversial contracts with 
private and public entities if the contracts supported the mission and goals of the WCB. This 
delegation was limited to routine service and interagency contracts and amendments of no 
more than $150,000 in value per year and no more than three years in length per contract.  

Staff request inclusion of routine service contracts for due diligence costs, for proposed and 
approved projects, under the previously approved delegation of authority. Due diligence 
costs typically include real estate appraisals, property assessments, appraisal reviews, and 
title company costs and occur during the proposed and approved project phases. If the 
requested delegation is approved, staff will present the purchase price for acquisition 
projects to the board for approval and report total costs for completed projects, including due 
diligence costs, through the Recovery of Funds agenda item.  

If approved, the expanded delegation of authority will streamline internal processes by 
eliminating the need to create internal project planning accounts for tracking proposed 
project expenditures.   

Staff recommend the Board approve expansion of the existing delegation of authority to 
include routine service contracts for due diligence costs for proposed and approved projects. 

 

5. Proposed Consent Calendar (Items 6 ï 12)  

*6. Approval of Minutes  
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*7. Recovery of Funds 

The following projects previously authorized by the Board are now completed, and some 
have balances of funds that can be recovered and returned to their respective funds. It is 
recommended that the following totals be recovered and that the projects be closed. 

RECOVERIES BY FUND Amount 

Habitat Conservation Fund 41,154.56 

California Clean Water, Clean Air, Safe Neighborhood Parks, and Coastal 
Protection Fund 29,810.43 

Water Security, Clean Drinking Water, Coastal and Beach Protection Fund 
of 2002 116,058.28 

Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, Flood Control, River and 
Coastal Protection Fund of 2006 85,280.26 

Water Quality, Supply, and Infrastructure Improvement Fund of 2014 137,940.00 

Total Recoveries for All Funds $410,243.53 

 

Habitat Conservation Fund Allocated Expended Balance 

Garibaldi Land Exchange 440,000.00 429,391.00 10,609.00 

Hughes Ranch Wetland Enhancement 315,000.00 291,454.44 23,545.56 

Smithneck Creek Wildlife Area Land Exchange 7,000.00 0.00 7,000.00 

Total Recoveries to Habitat Conservation Fund $41,154.56 

 

California Clean Water, Clean Air, Safe 
Neighborhood Parks, and Coastal 
Protection Fund Allocated Expended Balance 

San Joaquin River Parkway, Jensen River 
Ranch Phase II Habitat Restoration 563,970.00 534,159.57 29,810.43 

Total Recoveries to California Clean Water, 
Clean Air, Safe Neighborhood Parks, and Coastal Protection Fund $29,810.43 

 

Water Security, Clean Drinking Water, Coastal 
and Beach Protection Fund of 2002 Allocated Expended Balance 

Eden Landing Ecological Reserve Wetland 
Restoration Construction 8,000,000.00 7,883,941.72 116,058.28 

Total Recoveries to Water Security, 
Clean Drinking Water, Coastal and Beach Protection Fund of 2002 $116,058.28 
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Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and 
Supply, Flood Control, River and Coastal 
Protection Fund of 2006 Allocated Expended Balance 

Big Creek Reserve CEQA and Planning 450,000.00 450,000.00 0.00 

County of San Diego Multiple Species 
Conservation Plan 2015 (Brown) 83,850.00 81,051.00 2,799.00 

East Mill Creek Riparian Enhancement 249,000.00 248,998.99 $1.01 

Mad River Hatchery Lot Line Adjustment 40,000.00 33,684.50 6,315.50 

Mailliard Middle Ranch 2,389,179.00 2,384,178.50 5,000.50 

Mailliard West Ranch 2,380,822.00 2,376,199.50 4,622.50 

San Joaquin River Parkway, 
Ledger Island Bridge Access Improvement, 
Design and Review 130,000.00 $73,215.72 56,784.28 

Santa Cruz Island Argentine Ant Elimination 568,000.00 568,000.00 0.00 

Clos du Bois Vineyard Habitat Restoration 500,000.00 490,242.53 9,757.47 

Total Recoveries to Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and 
Supply, Flood Control, River and Coastal Protection Fund of 2006 $85,280.26 

 

Water Quality, Supply, and Infrastructure 
Improvement Fund of 2014 Allocated Expended Balance 

Deer Creek Streamflow Enhancement and 
Restoration 137,940.00 0.00 137,940.00 

Total Recoveries to Water Quality, 
Supply, and Infrastructure Improvement Fund of 2014 $137,940.00 
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Wildlife Conservation Board Meeting, May 24, 2018 
 

13 

*8. Sanhedrin Ranch Restoration 
Mendocino County 
$180,000 

This proposal is to consider the allocation for a grant to the Trust for Public Land (TPL) to 
restore failing stream crossings, remove culverts, and prevent sedimentation and detriments 
to aquatic habitat from decommissioned forest logging road improvements, located within 
TPLôs privately owned Sanhedrin Ranch property approximately 20 miles northeast of Willits 
in Mendocino County. 

 
LOCATION 

The Sanhedrin Ranch is an 11,884-acre inholding surrounded almost entirely by two U.S. 
Forest Service (USFS) Wilderness Areas (Yuki and Sanhedrin) in the Mendocino National 
Forest in Northern California. The ranch is the largest inholding in the Mendocino National 
Forest and among the highest-priority conservation goals for the National Forest and the 
California Wilderness Coalition.  

This highly biodiverse area is adjacent to hundreds of miles of contiguous public lands. 
Multiple special status species exist in the Elk Creek watershed, including chinook and 
chum salmon, coastal cutthroat trout, and steelhead.  

 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

TPL purchased 3,000 acres of Sanhedrin Ranch using private philanthropic funding. This 
tract has been determined to be of wilderness quality and is proposed for donation to the 
USFS as an addition to the Yuki Wilderness Area. Acquisition of the ranch is the single 
highest priority of the USFS for the Mendocino National Forest, and is strongly supported by 
local and state legislators. USFS has documented its willingness to accept the tract after 
necessary restoration is completed. 

The Projectôs restoration study and action plan was completed and approved by the USFS. 
The plan includes a variety of restoration activities over approximately 2,350 acres, including: 

¶ Removal of approximately 53 culverts in Class II creeks (perennial streams that do not 
contain fish but do contain other aquatic life or are within 1,000 feet of a Class 1 stream) 
and Class III streams (watercourses that do not support aquatic life but have the potential 
to deliver sediment to a Class I or II stream), varying in size from 18 to 72 inches, with 
accompanying crossing and soil stabilization 

¶ Recontouring and slope stabilization of approximately 18 fords in Class II 
and III streams 

¶ Removal of two bridges crossing Class I (perennial streams that contain or are domestic 
water supplies) watercourses 

¶ Recontouring of road prism and installation of water bars  

Stream crossing removals will consist of excavating the channel 1.5 times wider than the 
natural channel, as close as feasible to the grade and orientation of the natural channel. 
Spoils will be placed and compacted along a stable portion of the inboard edge of the road. 
The additional material will recontour the road and provide soil for the installation of water 
bars. Instream grade control will consist of large wood or rocks intended to prevent stream 
down cutting.  
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WCB PROGRAM 

The proposed project will be funded through the Habitat Enhancement and Restoration 
Program and meets the program's goal of providing for native fisheries restoration, 
restoration of wetlands that fall outside the jurisdiction of the Inland Wetland Conservation 
Program such as coastal, tidal, or fresh water habitats, coastal scrub, grasslands, 
threatened and endangered species habitats, and in-stream restoration projects, including 
removal of fish passage barriers and other obstructions. 

The project furthers the following goals outlined in the WCB Strategic Plan: 

Goal B.1 ï Invest in projects and landscape areas that help provide resilience in the face of 
climate change, enhance water resources for fish and wildlife and enhance habitats on 
working lands. 

V The project will enhance water resources for fish and wildlife by restoring failing stream 
crossings, removing culverts, and preventing sedimentation and detriments to aquatic 
habitat caused by former logging roads. 

V Enhance habitats on  forestlands by restoring former logging roads to their 
natural condition.  

 

In addition, the proposed project addresses the following priorities outlined in the WCB 
Strategic Plan: 

V Provide species strongholds or refugia  

V Provide or enhance habitat connectivity and corridors  

V Improve habitat for threatened or endangered species  

 

Goal C.1 ï Support a wide range of recreational activities (e.g., hunting, fishing, birding, 
hiking, camping, photography, etc.) in conjunction with other land uses and without 
degrading environmental resources. 

Provide a diversity of recreation types with no degradation of ecosystems. At project 
completion, the property will satisfy the USFS requirements to be included in the adjacent 
Yuki Wilderness.  

 

MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES AND NEEDS 

After the completion of the project, the property will be conveyed to the USFS to be added to 
the Yuki Wilderness. Management of the property will be consistent with the Federal 
Wilderness Act of 1964, as noted in the Mendocino National Forest Land Management Plan, 
IX. Wilderness:  

 ñManage designated Wildernesses in accordance with the Wilderness Act of 1964 and 
associated regulations. Activities and permitted uses will be regulated to ensure that 
unnecessary impacts on the wilderness characteristics of the area do not occurò.  

If at any time during the 25-year life of the project, TPL does not manage and maintain the 
project improvements, the Grant Agreement requires that it refund to the State of California 
an amortized amount of funds based on the number of years left on the project life. 
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PROJECT FUNDING 

The proposed funding breakdown for the project is as follows: 

Project Task WCB  TPL Total Cost  

Mobilization 21,000 - 21,000 

Site Preparation/Construction 93,000 - 93,000 

Project Management 48,000 5,000 53,000 

Project Administration - 22,500 22,500 

Contingency 18,000 - 18,000 

Totals $180,000 $27,500 $207,500 

Project costs will be for mobilization, construction, construction supervision, and 
administration.  

 
FUNDING SOURCE 

The proposed funding source for this project is the Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and 
Supply, Flood Control, River and Coastal Protection Fund of 2006 (Proposition 84), Public 
Resources Code Section 75055(b), which provides funding for the development, 
rehabilitation, restoration, acquisition and protection of habitat that accomplishes one or 
more of the following objectives: promotes recovery of threatened and endangered species, 
protects habitat corridors, protects significant natural landscapes and ecosystems such as 
old growth redwoods, mixed conifer forests and oak woodlands, riparian and wetland areas, 
or implements the recommendations of the California Comprehensive Wildlife Strategy. 

 
CEQA AND CDFW REVIEW/ RECOMMENDATION  

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife has reviewed this proposal and recommends 
it for funding by the WCB. The project is categorically exempt from the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) under the State CEQA Guidelines (California Code of 
Regulations, Title 14, Chapter 3) Section 15333, Class 33, as the restoration, enhancement, 
or protection of small habitat restoration projects of less than five acres in size. Subject to 
approval of this proposal by the WCB, the appropriate Notice of Exemption will be filed with 
the State Clearinghouse. 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends that the Wildlife Conservation Board approve this project as proposed; 
allocate $180,000.00 from the Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, Flood 
Control, River and Coastal Protection Fund of 2006 (Proposition 84), Public Resources 
Code Section 75055(b); authorize staff to enter into appropriate agreements necessary to 
accomplish this project; and authorize staff and the California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife to proceed substantially as planned. 
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*9. Sinnott Parcel ï Office of Spill Prevention and Response (OSPR) 
Oil Mitigation Fund Project 
San Mateo County 
$75,000 

This item has been withdrawn from consideration at this time.  
 
Back to Top 
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*10. Allensworth Ecological Reserve, Expansion 58-68 
Tulare and Kern Counties 
$60,964 

This proposal is to consider the acquisition, by the California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife (CDFW), of twelve separate parcels of land in ten ownerships groups totaling 36± 
acres as an expansion to the Allensworth Ecological Reserve (Reserve). The acquisition 
is located in Tulare and Kern Counties and will protect habitat supporting the San Joaquin 
kit fox and other species found within the area of the Reserve and will enhance habitat 
linkages and connectivity.  

 
LOCATION AND SURROUNDING USES 

The properties (Properties) are located in the southeast region of the San Joaquin Valley, 
near the City of Earlimart, in Tulare and Kern Counties. The Properties lie in an area 
comprised mostly of small parcels typified as open land, sparsely vegetated, and 
dominated by grassland and valley sink areas. Much of the area outside the Reserve has 
been, or is currently being, converted to extensive agricultural uses including alfalfa, 
grapes, or nut orchard use. If acquired, the Properties would be managed as part of the 
Reserve. Other protected lands in the vicinity include the Colonel Allensworth State Park 
located to the west, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Pixley National Wildlife 
Refuge to the north, and the USFWS Kern National Wildlife Refuge to the southwest.  

Since the Reserveôs creation in 1983, CDFW and WCB have approved projects to help 
acquire and protect 5,100 acres of land that makes up the Reserve. The valley sink and 
saltbush scrub plant communities found at the Reserve represent some of the highest 
quality examples of these plant communities in the San Joaquin Valley. There are also a 
number of vernal pools found within the Reserve, supporting vernal pool fairy shrimp. 

The Reserve is important to the survival and recovery of several endangered or sensitive 
species including the State and federally endangered blunt-nosed leopard lizard, the 
Tipton kangaroo rat, and San Joaquin pocket mouse, the State threatened and federally 
endangered San Joaquin kit fox, the State threatened San Joaquin antelope squirrel, and 
the federally threatened Hoppings blister beetle. Other rare and important species that 
either reside at or frequent the Reserve include the American badger, greater sandhill 
crane, merlin, Swainsonôs hawk, and western pond turtle.  

 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The Tulare County Properties are located north of Avenue 24 and west of County Road 
112, in Tulare County, while the Kern County Properties are located West of Highway 43 
and South of Avenue 8. The Properties total 36.25 ± acres, and are being proposed for 
acquisition as Expansions 58-68 of the Reserve. The Properties are currently zoned for 
agricultural use in Tulare County, while in Kern they are zoned for rural residential use. 
The Properties are currently being utilized as pastureland. The topography ranges from 
fairly level to slightly undulating, and the dominant habitat is native grasses. If acquired, 
the Properties will be managed as part of the Reserve, expanding open space, habitat 
connections, grasslands and habitat areas for wildlife species. The acquisition will also 
help improve habitat connectivity between the Reserve and the Pixley National Wildlife 
Refuge located to the north and the Kern National Wildlife Refuge to the South. 

  



Wildlife Conservation Board Meeting, May 24, 2018 
 

19 

WCB PROGRAM 

This project is being proposed under WCBôs Land Acquisition Program (Program). The 
Program is administered pursuant to the Boardôs original enabling legislation, the ñWildlife 
Conservation Law of 1947" (Fish and Game Section 1300, et seq.), which authorizes 
WCB to acquire real property or rights in real property on behalf of CDFW, grant funds to 
other government entities or nonprofit organizations to acquire real property, or rights in 
real property, and accept federal grant funds to facilitate acquisitions or subgrant these 
federal funds to assist with acquisitions of properties. Under the Program, WCB acquires 
and grants funds to facilitate acquisition of lands and interests in land that can 
successfully sustain or be restored to support wildlife and, when practicable, provide for 
suitable wildlife oriented recreation opportunities. These activities are carried out in 
conjunction with CDFW, which evaluates the biological values of property through 
development of a Land Acquisition Evaluation/Conceptual Area Protection Plan 
(LAE/CAPP). The LAE/CAPP is then submitted to CDFWôs Regional Operations 
Committee for review and, if approved, later transmitted to the WCB with a 
recommendation to fund. 

 
STRATEGIC PLAN GOALS 

Consistent with Goals A-1 and A-4 (environmental protection and conservation) of the 
Strategic Plan, the Properties provide habitat for threatened and endangered species. 
Additionally, the Properties will help provide resilience to the impacts of climate change 
for native species by providing habitat linkages and corridors for increased movement. 
This project has been requested and is supported by CDFW as it increases the size of the 
Reserve, protecting additional habitat for threatened and endangered species, and 
provides connectivity to the Pixley National Wildlife Refuge in an effort to build a wildlife 
corridor between the two conservation areas.  

 
MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES AND NEEDS 

The Properties proposed for acquisition represent a nominal addition to the Reserve and, 
according to CDFW, can be readily absorbed into existing CDFW operations.  

 
FUNDING SOURCE 

California Department of Corrections Statewide Electric Fence Project (Fence Fund) 
mitigation funds assigned to CDFW is paying for much of the purchase price, while WCB 
is paying for some of the purchase price and all the indirect costs. These mitigation funds 
were made available to CDFW to offset the impacts to valley floor habitat associated with 
electric fences constructed around correctional facilities in the San Joaquin Valley. CDFW 
and WCB have each analyzed and determined that the purposes of this project are 
consistent with the authorized uses of the proposed funding source. The total available 
from the Fence Fund is $60,786 and will be matched by $60,964 from WCB.  

 
TERMS 

The owners agreed to sell the Properties for the appraised fair market value as shown 
below. The total purchase price is $75,750. The appraised value has been reviewed by 
WCB staff and reviewed and approved by the Department of General Services (DGS). 
The terms and conditions of the proposed acquisition provides that staff of the WCB must 
review and approve all title documents, preliminary title reports, agreements for purchase 
and sale, escrow instructions, and instruments of conveyance prior to disbursement of 
funds directly into the escrow account established for each separate acquisition. 
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PROJECT FUNDING 

The Properties have been appraised as having a combined fair market value of $75,750 
and are broken out in the following chart: 

Owner Last 
Name APN/ County Acres 

Appraised 
Value ($) 

Fredrickson 322-010-012 10 15,000  

Kendall 322-030-002 322-200-005 10 20,000  

Welsh 322-130-001 2.5 5,750  

Bridges 322-050-006 2.5 5,750  

Dangers 047-070-23 2 5,000 

Heredia 314-182-011 3.75 9,500  

Eby 047-080-34 0.5 1,750  

Kataoka 322-170-002 1.25 3,250 

First Baptist Church 322-050-013, 322-170-002  2.5 6,500 

Schaeffer 322-020-010 1.25 3,250 

Totals  36.25 $75,750  

 

The proposed funding breakdown for the project is as follows: 

Wildlife Conservation Board 14,964 

CDFW Fence Fund 60,786 

Total Purchase Price 75,750 

Other Project Related Admin Costs 46,000 

Total WCB Allocation $60,964 

It is estimated that an additional $46,000 will be needed to cover internal project-related 
expenses, including appraisals, Phase 1 environmental assessments, title and closing 
costs, and DGS appraisal review costs.  

 
FUNDING SOURCE 

The purposes of this project are consistent with the proposed funding source, the Habitat 
Conservation Fund (Proposition 117), Fish and Game Code Section 2786(b/c) that allows for 
the acquisition of habitat to protect rare, endangered, threatened or fully protected species. 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE AND STATE RECOMMENDATION 

The project has been reviewed pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
and is proposed as exempt under the State CEQA Guidelines (California Code of Regulations, 
Title 14, Chapter 3)Section 15313, Class 13, as an acquisition of land for wildlife conservation 
purposes, and Section 15325, Class 25, as a transfer of an ownership interest in land to 
preserve open space and existing natural conditions, including plant or animal habitats. 
Subject to authorization by the WCB, a Notice of Exemption will be filed with the State 
Clearinghouse. The CDFW has reviewed this proposal and recommends it for approval.  
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends that the Wildlife Conservation Board approve the project as proposed; 
allocate $60,964.00 from the Habitat Conservation Fund (Proposition 117), Fish and 
Game Code Section 2786(b/c) for the grant and to cover internal project-related 
expenses; authorize staff to enter into appropriate agreements necessary to accomplish 
this project; and authorize staff and the California Department Fish and Wildlife to 
proceed substantially as planned. 
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*11. Morongo Basin and Expansion 1 
San Bernardino County 
$186,250 

This proposal is to consider the allocation for a grant to the Mojave Desert Land Trust 
(MDLT) to acquire 367± acres of land for the protection of desert habitat corridors leading 
north and east to the Joshua Tree National Park. 

 
LOCATION AND SURROUNDING USES 

The subject properties (Properties), known as the Trummel (47± acres) and the 
Chadbourne (320± acres) and are located within the Morongo basin near the towns of 
Yucca Valley, and Joshua Tree, respectively. The Trummel property, near Yucca Valley, 
fronts the south side of State Route 62 just west of the city limits; and the Chadbourne 
property, located north of the Joshua Tree city limits, on the north side of Winters Road. 
Commercial development is common along State Route 62 with a number of rural 
residential subdivisions radiating out from the communities of Yucca Valley and Joshua 
Tree. These developed areas give way to large open desert habitat parcels heading south 
and north of the Highway and the two communities. 

The Properties are located in the Morongo Basin Linkages Conceptual Area Protection 
Plan (CAPP). The CAPP, which was spearheaded by MDLT, has identified an urgent need 
to protect 10,000± acres of habitat corridors between federal, state, and locally owned 
Morongo Basin open spaces.  

The Morongo Basin is a high desert region, within the southeast portion of the Mojave 
Desert, with relatively flat to rolling hill terrain. This desert region is known mainly for the 
Yucca tree that dominates most of the open space desert habitat areas. The state and 
federally threatened desert tortoise can also be found in this area, and is the focal point of 
many of the desert conservation efforts that take place in the region. To the south is 
Joshua Tree National Park and to the north is the Marine Corp Air Combat Center at 
Twentynine Palms, both are large landscape size open space/ecosystems. The acquisition 
will help preserve the Joshua Tree North Linkage that is a linkage to the larger portion of 
the Joshua Tree-Twentynine Palms habitat linkage connection. The linkage occurs within 
an ecological transition zone between the Mojave and Sonoran (Colorado) desert eco-
regions and connects the Joshua Tree National Park and the Marine Corps Air Ground 
Combat Center.  

 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The Properties are vacant and both contain a gently to steep sloping drainage throughout 
and are zoned for residential uses. Acquisition of these Properties will add 2.3 miles 
(extending north/south and east/west) to the preservation of the Joshua Tree North and 
East Linkages and the view-sheds to Joshua Tree National Park, which is the primary 
economic driver of the Morongo Basinôs communities. It will also provide public access and 
educational opportunities through outreach to the Morongo Basinôs 68,000 residents and 
to the Morongo Basin Unified School Districtôs 9,500 students. With a growing human 
population in the Morongo Basin, the projects are uniquely equipped to offer open space 
and outdoor actives to the areaôs youth and adults alike.  

The Properties will preserve habitat and potential habitat for listed and special status 
species including the state and federally listed desert tortoise; fully protected golden eagle; 
Species of Special Concern American badger, northern harrier hawk, loggerhead shrike, 
and Le Conteôs thrasher; and California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) Watch 
List prairie falcon. The Properties also contain rare and protected native plant species that 
include Joshua Trees and Mojave Yucca. 
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WCB PROGRAM 

The proposed grant for this project is being made under the Wildlife Conservation Boardôs 
(WCB) Land Acquisition Program. The Land Acquisition Program is administered pursuant 
to the Boardôs original enabling legislation, "The Wildlife Conservation Law of 1947" (Fish 
and Game Section 1300, et seq.) authorizing the WCB to acquire real property or rights in 
real property on behalf of the CDFW, grant funds to other governmental entities or 
nonprofit organizations to acquire real property or rights in real property, and accept 
federal grant funds to facilitate acquisitions or subgrant these federal funds to assist with 
the acquisitions of properties.  

Under the Program, the WCB provides funds to facilitate the acquisition of lands and 
interests in land that can successfully sustain or be restored to support wildlife and, when 
practicable, provide for suitable wildlife oriented recreation opportunities. These activities 
are carried out in conjunction with CDFW, which evaluates the biological values of 
property through development of a Land Acquisition Evaluation (LAE)/Conceptual Area 
Protection Plan (CAPP). The LAE/CAPP is then submitted to CDFWôs Regional 
Operations Committee for review and, if approved, later transmitted to the WCB with a 
recommendation to fund. 

 
STRATEGIC PLAN GOALS 

This project is guided by the WCB Strategic Plan and supports the following outlined 
goals: 

Goal A.4 Invest in priority conservation projects recommended under CDFWôs land 
acquisition evaluation process or within other conservation plans supported by CDFW. 

The strong partnership between the WCB, CDFW, MDLT, Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM), National Park Service (NPS) and the Department of Defense (DOD) and others 
have allowed for the establishment of the Morongo Basin Linkages CAPP. The CAPP was 
approved by DFW December 1, 2016 and has allowed multiple agencies and land trusts to 
leverage available dollars and target specific lands deemed important wildlife corridors 
between Joshua Tree National Park, Twentynine Palms Marine Corps Ground Combat 
Center, and various BLM and Land Trust owned lands.  

 
Goal C.1 Support a wide range of recreational activities (e.g. hunting, fishing, birding, 
hiking, camping, photography, etc.) in conjunction with other land uses and without 
degrading environmental resources. 

The MDLT lands are open to the public for hiking, bird watching, and wildlife viewing. 
MDLT provides education and outreach experiences, and volunteer opportunities to all 
ages. Many lands owned by MDLT border publicly accessible areas and are often 
managed for public access, much like bordering NPS lands or BLM lands.   

 
Goal C.4 Place greater emphasis on projects that accommodate compatible wildlife-
oriented public uses, while supporting urban areas and disadvantaged communities. 

The human population in the Yucca Valley is growing and sprawl has been moving into 
more traditional Morongo Basin desert areas. MDLT has successfully integrated its plan 
and mission into the communities of Yucca Valley and Joshua Tree. MDLT receives strong 
local support and gives back with protected properties open to the public, thus supporting 
the urban area.  
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MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES AND NEEDS 

The Properties will be managed and owned by the Mojave Desert Land Trust. MDLT has 
partnered with the Department of Defense (DOD), Readiness and Environmental 
Protection Integration Program (REPI), administered by local Navy personnel at 
Twentynine Palms Marine Corps Ground Combat Center. DOD will fund the purchase of 
conservation easements on the properties after MDLT acquires the Property. All of these 
lands are being managed, and/or conveyed in accordance with the Land Trust Alliance 
Standards and Practices, CDFW WCB standards, and the Department of the Navyôs 
conservation easement requirements. In addition, MDLT plans to develop an educational 
program with the Morongo Unified School District for students, for MDLTôs 1,300 members 
and the local communities to utilize the land for learning about desert ecosystems, wildlife, 
watersheds and species.  

 
TERMS 

The Properties have been appraised as having a combined fair market value of 
$365,000.00. The appraisals have been reviewed by WCB staff and reviewed and 
approved by the Department of General Services (DGS). The Trummel Family has agreed 
to sell their property for $115,000 and Chadbourne Family has agreed to sell their property 
for $160,000. The terms and conditions of the grant between the WCB and the Mojave 
Desert Land Trust provide that WCB staff will review and approve all title documents, 
appraisals, preliminary title reports, documents for purchase and sale, escrow instructions 
and instruments of conveyance prior to disbursement of funds directly into the escrow 
account established for the acquisition. In the event of a breach of the grant terms the 
WCB can require the grantee to encumber the Properties with a conservation easement in 
favor of the State or another entity approved by the State and seek reimbursement of 
funds. 

 
PROJECT FUNDING 

The proposed funding breakdown for the project is as follows: 

Wildlife Conservation Board 166,250 

Mojave Desert Land Trust 108,750 

Total Purchase Price 275,000 

Other Project Related Admin. Costs 20,000 

Total WCB Allocation $186,250 

Included in the total are $20,000 in administrative costs, including DGS appraisal review. 

 
FUNDING SOURCE 

The purposes of this project are consistent with the proposed funding source, the Habitat 
Conservation Fund (Proposition 117), Fish and Game Code Section 2786(b/c) that allows for 
the acquisition of habitat to protect rare, endangered, threatened or fully protected species.  

 
ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE 

The acquisition has been reviewed for compliance with the California Environmental Quality 
Act (CEQA) requirements and is proposed as exempt under CEQA Guidelines Section 
15313, Class 13, as an acquisition of land for wildlife conservation purposes, and Section 
15325, Class 25, as a transfer of an ownership interest in land to preserve open space and 
habitat. Subject to authorization by the WCB, a Notice of Exemption will be filed with the 
State Clearinghouse. CDFW has reviewed this proposal and recommends it for approval. 
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends that the Wildlife Conservation Board approve this project as proposed; 
allocate $186,250.00 from the Habitat Conservation Fund (Proposition 117), Fish and 
Game Code Section 2786(b/c) for the grant and to cover internal project-related expenses; 
authorize staff to enter into appropriate agreements necessary to accomplish this project; 
and authorize staff and the California Department of Fish and Wildlife to proceed 
substantially as planned. 

 

 

 

 

Back to Top 
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*12. Water for Wildlife in Inland Deserts 
Riverside County 
$190,000 

This proposal is to consider the allocation for a grant to the California Department of Fish 
and Wildlife for a cooperative project with the Bureau of Land Management to install and 
enhance approximately 18 water features to improve and support habitat for bighorn 
sheep, deer, bobcats, rabbits, bats, and upland game bird species, located at various sites 
in eastern Riverside County.   

 
LOCATION  

The proposed project is located in eastern Riverside County among various mountain 
ranges and washes within an approximate 75-mile radius west of the city of Blythe.  The 
wildlife guzzlers will be located on Bureau of Land Management property.  

A significant amount of wildlife habitat has been impacted by years of drought in the 
Southern Desert, making man made water sources more critical for the animals that 
depend on them. One vital element to any wildlife habitat is a dependable source of clean 
water. This project will provide a dependable source of water in the form of guzzlers, 
underground water storage tanks that help sustain wildlife. Providing year-round reliable 
water sources to wildlife increases habitat suitability and use across a broader landscape. 
Guzzlers are installed underground and catch and store water from snow and rain. The 
tank, where the snow and rain accumulates, then feeds water to a drinker that can be 
accessed by wildlife. When installed properly, the water stored in guzzlers is available for 
animals throughout the year. This is especially important during the hot months of late 
spring through early fall. By having less water exposed, water evaporation is reduced, and 
the underground water storage discourages algae growth. The new design will include 
larger mammals including deer and bighorn sheep, and avian species that cannot access 
smaller tanks.   

 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The objective of this specific project in the Southern Desert is to increase existing water 
storage at upland game guzzler sites built in the early 1950s. At various locations, 2300-
gallon guzzler tanks will be installed to increase supply. This will increase the entire 
systemôs reliability, as well as increase the amount of water available. Upland game 
species and many other wildlife species will benefit from the new system design and 
volume. Frequently, the older water systems dry up during the period of highest ambient 
temperatures of the summer months when water is most crucial to wildlife. This has had a 
significant impact over an extended period of low rainfall.  

The specific benefits of this project will be to support and expand wildlife populations in the 
project area. Generally, the guzzlers will support the entire suite of desert fauna including; 
desert bighorn sheep, deer, bobcats, rabbits, bats, and upland game bird species. As an 
example, Gambelôs Quail will benefit from a more reliable permanent water source. During 
years of drought, existing guzzlers may go dry and succulent vegetation is not readily 
available. Providing a sustainable water source during drought years and during extreme 
temperatures will decrease stress and potential wildlife mortalities. Mourning dove are 
another species that utilize these existing systems and are very dependent on water, as 
their diet does not contain much moisture. They often drink multiple times a day with an 
increased water demand during high temperatures and breeding. Doves also inhabit and 
nest in areas that are within a few miles of a water source. By supplying doves with a 
dependable water source, it may decrease stress, increase reproduction, and expand 
suitable habitat, all of which will support a larger and healthier population. 
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CDFW personnel will monitor these improved guzzlers utilizing trail cameras to observe 
the predicted increase in wildlife utilization and species diversity. CDFW will prepare an 
anecdotal report annually listing species utilization and numbers.   

 
WCB PROGRAM 

The proposed project will be funded through the Habitat Enhancement and Restoration 
Program and meets the program's goal of providing for restoration and enhancement of a 
variety of habitat types including enhancement of desert habitat for wildlife and sensitive 
species.    

The project furthers the following goals outlined in the WCB Strategic Plan: 

Goal B.1 ï Invest in projects and landscape areas that help provide resilience in the face 
of climate change, enhance water resources for fish and wildlife and enhance habitats on 
working lands: 

The project will enhance water resources for wildlife by providing year-round water supply. 

In addition, the proposed project addresses the following priorities outlined in the WCB 
Strategic Plan: 

џ Provide or enhance habitat connectivity and corridors  

џ Provide species strongholds or refugia 

 

MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES AND NEED 

After the project is complete, CDFW expects to have reliable water supplies year-round in 
each guzzler. Increased wildlife utilization with the improved design is also expected. The 
guzzlers will be checked quarterly to ensure they are holding water as expected. CDFW 
personnel will monitor and maintain the improved guzzlers over the 25-year life of the 
grant utilizing trail cameras to observe the predicted increase in wildlife utilization and 
species diversity.  

 
PROJECT FUNDING 

The proposed funding breakdown for the project is as follows: 

Project Task WCB 

Tanks installed (18) 165,450  

Monitoring and Trail Cameras 13,500  

Contingency 11,050  

TOTAL  $190,000  

Project costs will be for purchase and installation of water features, staff time, and wildlife 
and habitat monitoring. CDFW will also provide additional in-kind staff time for 
maintenance. 
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FUNDING SOURCE 

The proposed funding source for this project is the California Clean Water, Clean Air, Safe 
Neighborhood Parks, and Coastal Protection Fund (Proposition 40), Public Resources 
Code Section 5096.650(a). This funding allows for the acquisition, development, 
rehabilitation, restoration and protection of habitat to promote the recovery of rare and 
endangered species, and to provide wildlife corridors, significant natural landscapes and 
ecosystems, and habitat areas and is consistent with the objectives of this project.   

 
CEQA REVIEW  

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife has reviewed this proposal and 
recommends it for funding by the WCB. The project is categorically exempt from the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) under the State CEQA Guidelines (California 
Code of Regulations, Title 14, Chapter 3) Section 15303, new construction or conversion 
of small structures; and Section 15304, minor alterations to land, water, and/or vegetation 
which does not involve the removal of healthy, mature, scenic trees. Subject to approval of 
this proposal by the WCB, the appropriate Notice of Exemption will be filed with the State 
Clearinghouse. 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends that the Wildlife Conservation Board approve this project as proposed; 
allocate $190,000.00 from the California Clean Water, Clean Air, Safe Neighborhood 
Parks, and Coastal Protection Fund (Proposition 40), Public Resources Code Section 
5096.650(a), authorize staff to enter into appropriate agreements necessary to accomplish 
this project, and authorize staff and the California Department of Fish and Wildlife to 
proceed substantially as planned. 
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